Literacy Corner (Literacy First Explanation)
Literacy First Sight Words

Memorization of sight words is a vital part of your child's reading success.  Sight words should be memorized and recognized automatically without pauses to sound out the word. Sight word instruction begins in Kindergarten and continues until the end of 2nd grade.


Kindergarten Sight Words - 50 of the most commonly found words in Kindergarten level material
List A - This list of 100 words is typically mastered at the beginning of the 1st grade
List B - This list of 100 words is typically mastered at or near the end of 1st grade
List C - This list of 300 words is typically mastered in 2nd grade
(Lists will follow the Phonics Skills Continuum)

Literacy First Phonological Awareness & Phonics Skill Sequence with Examples 

​Phonological Awareness:  Hearing the individual sounds
Phonological awareness is the understanding that words can be broken down into parts or individual sounds.  Practice includes manipulating those individual sounds by blending, segmenting, substituting, or deleting phonemes to create new words. Attached is the Phonological Awareness Skills Continuum.

Phonics:  Hearing and Seeing the letters and patterns within words
Phonics involves associating letters and letter patterns with sounds and blending them to make words. Phonics practice includes learning vowel patterns, digraphs, blends, dipthongs, and other word patterns that make up our language.  Following is the Phonics Skills Continuum divided by grade level.










First 50 Sight  Words for Kindergarten



the 			this
in			was
at			have
is			for
I			not
you			with
a			he
It			can
to 			she
and			we
on 			that
what 			be
an 			had
are 			by
of 			me
but 			when
all 			your
were 			said
as 			or
they 			there
do 			him
if 			her
go 			my
no 			so
has 			did

















































List A Sight Words for beg. 1st
the 
and
to
is
that
of
a
in
you
it
at
this
from
one
by
be
have
or
had
me
there
an
which
do
their
use
each
she
how
if
some
would
like
into
has
her
make
him
time

look
my
first
been
who
red
than
water
call
because
now
he
for
are 
with
they
was
on
as
his
I
but
what
were
when
can
not
all
we
your
said
will
other
out
then
these
up
about
many
List A Cont’d
them
so
two
write
see
no
could
more
go
number
way
people




























find
down
did
come
may
long
day
get
made
part
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Phonics Developmental Continuum 
 


PHONICS CATEGORY TYPICAL EXAMPLES TYPICALLY MASTERED 


Letter names (uppercase 
and lowercase) 


b, m, r, a, s, t, g, n, i, p, c, h, 
f, o, d, l, k, u, j, w, e, y, z, v, 
q, x 


Kindergarten 


1. Consonant Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 
(uppercase and lowercase) 


b, m, r, s, t, g, n, p, c, h, f, d, 
l, k, j, w, y, z, v, q, x 


Kindergarten 


2. Vowel Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 
(uppercase and lowercase) 


a, i, o, u, e Kindergarten 


3. 50 High Frequency 
Words 


See High Frequency Word List- 
Kindergarten 


Kindergarten 


4. CVC Words/Short Vowel 
a in sat, i in fit, o in top, u in 
cup, e in let 


First Grade 


5. Onset and Rime/Short 
Vowel 


b/at, t/in, r/ob, t/ug, s/et First Grade 


6. First 100 High Frequency 
Words (List A) 


See High Frequency Word List 
A.  


First Grade 


7. Endings (not tested)* 
-ing, -s, -es, -er, -ed 
(3 sounds): grabbed /d/, 
stopped /t/, waited /ed/ 


First Grade 


8. Consonant Digraphs 
(beginning) 


ch, ph, sh, th, wh: change, 
phone, shut, thick, when 


First Grade 


9. Consonant Digraphs 
(ending) 


ch, ck, dge, ng, sh, tch: much, 
nick, bridge, ring, bush, catch 


First Grade 


10. Consonant Blends 
(beginning) 


br, cr, dr, fr, gr, pr, tr: broke, 
crack, drop, frog, grab, price, 
tree 
bl, cl, fl, gl, sl, pl: black, clap, 
flap, glove, slow, plate 
sc, sk, sl, sm, sn, sp, st, sw: 
scab, skin, slice, small, snack, 
spin, stop, sweat 
scr, spl, spr, squ, str: scream, 
splash, spring, square, straw 


First Grade 


11. Multisyllabic Words 
Closed syllable: mis/hap, 
nap/kin, rab/bit 


First Grade 


12. Consonant Blends 
(ending) 


ft, ld, lf, mp, nd, nk, nt, sk, 
st: lift, cold, belt, jump, and, 
drink, plant, desk, nest 


First Grade 


13. Long Vowel/Silent e 
a in fade, i in bite, o in note, 
u in cube 


First Grade 


14. Letter-Sound Variations 
and Generalizations (not 
tested)* 


qu: queen 
soft g: gem 
soft c: city 
x: excite /k/, mix /ks/, exit 
/gz/ 


First Grade 







15. Vowel Digraphs (long) 


ai, ay, er, ea, ey: pain, play, 
eight, great, hey 
oa, oe, ow, ou, ew: boat, doe, 
grow, though, sew 
ee, ea, ei, ie, ey: see, seat, 
either, chief, key 
ie, ye: tie, eye 


First Grade 


16. Second 100 High 
Frequency Words (List B) 


See High Frequency Word List 
B 


First Grade 


17. Vowel Digraphs (other) 


ew, oo, oe, ue, ui: chew, 
food, shoe, cue, suit 
oo: foot 
ou: tough 
au, aw: haul, paws 


Second Grade 


18. Vowel Diphthongs 
oi, oy: oil, boy  
ou, ow: out, cow 


Second Grade 


19. R- or L- Controlled 
er: fern, ir: bird, ur: turn, ar: 
park, or: short, al: halt, talk, 
air: pair 


Second Grade 


20. Other Beginnings (not 
tested)* 


wr: wrong, write 
kn: knew, knife 


Second Grade 


21. Multisyllabic Words 
Open Syllables: be/low, 
sea/son, di/al, o/pen 


Second Grade 


22. 300 High Frequency 
Words (List C) 


See High Frequency Word List 
C 


Second Grade 


 
Grade Level Mastery:  End of Kindergarten= All Kindergarten Skills 
    End of First Grade= All Kindergarten and First Grade Skills 
    End of Second Grade= All skills completed 
 
*Phonic continuum categories 7, 14, and 20 are not tested by the Literacy First 
Phonics Assessment.  
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Phonological Awareness Skill Sequence Chart 
 


SKILL EXAMPLE TYPICALLY MASTERED 


Concept of Spoken Word 


Distinguishes words in a 
sentence.  


I like apples. 
How many words in the 
sentence?  


 
Pre-K 


Rhyme 


Rhyme Recognition 
Does pick rhyme with 
stick? 


 
Pre-K 


Rhyme Completion 
Complete this rhyme: 
The bug crawled on the 
_____.  


 
Kindergarten 


Rhyme Production 
What word or pretend 
word rhymes with ball? 


 
Kindergarten 


Syllables 


Syllable Blending 
What word is made when 
we put foot and ball 
together?  


 
Kindergarten 


Syllable Segmentation 
Say the two syllables in 
rainbow.  


 
Kindergarten 


Syllable Deletion 
Say outside without 
side.  


 
Kindergarten 


Phonemes 


Phoneme isolation of 
initial sounds 


What is the first sound in 
dot?  


 
Kindergarten 


Phoneme isolation of 
final sounds 


What is the last sound in 
sun?  


 
Kindergarten 


Phoneme blending- onset 
and rime 


What is this word?  
/t/ /op/ 


 
Kindergarten 


Phoneme blending- all 
phonemes 


What is this word? 
/p/ /i/ /g/ 


 
First Grade 


Phoneme Segmentation 
What are the sounds in 
pot?  


 
First Grade 


Phoneme deletion of 
initial sound 


 
Say take without /t/. 


 
First Grade 


Phoneme deletion of 
final sound 


 
Say big without /b/. 


 
First Grade 


Phoneme Manipulation 


Adding phonemes 
Say it. Now add /s/ at 
the beginning.  


 
Kindergarten 


Phoneme substitution of 
initial sound 


Replace the first sound 
in back with /t/. 


 
First Grade 


 






